SEWING INSTRUCTIONS FOR TAPESTRIES OF LIFE MERCY MINISTRY BAGS

For all interested in being helpers with this project, here are the instructions.  Thank You.  We need your help.  Mercy Ministry bags come in two sizes only, adult food bags and children’s bags. The adult food bags when completed should measure 24" square with handles 30" long.

The children's fruit/gift bag when completed should measure 15-17” long with 12-14" handles.

Fabrics can vary, but please note polyester or stretch fabrics aren't recommended.  No Santas, Unicorns, or Halloween fabrics please.

In the past we have had a variety of sizes that are not correct dimensions and we have no storage space, or use for them if they are too small, or too large.  

CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS

If you do not have the pre-cut bundles of bags and are cutting the fabric yourself, some good choices are: denim, corduroy, twill, upholstery remnants & any sturdy fabrics are suitable.

LARGE BAGS

Cut fabric 25" wide by 50" long.  Fabric may be cut on cross grain or with the grain.

Cut one long strip 60” long for A PAIR of handles.  (One strip makes 2 handles for the bag.)

CHILDREN'S BAGS

Helpful hint:  Use a large brown paper bag from your local grocery store for your pattern.  The paper bag pattern is very durable.  Cut the bag down the sides.  Pleat the bottom fold to measure 5” and tape pleat.  Cut sides 1” wider and your bag should now be 31" long and 14" wide.  This is the perfect size for children's bags.  

Cut the handles from scraps 17" long, or if doubling the handle use a 34” length.  Cut handle in half to attach to the bag.

Finished bag should measure approx 14" - 17" deep by 12" wide with handles approximately 15" long and about 2" wide for little hands.

We would like to thank you in advance for being willing to help give a hand up/not a hand out to the people of Mexico.  This is a vital part of the ministry and we can always use the above fabric donations and of course cones of thread.

God Bless you for your labors of love for the Kingdom and the children of Mexico.

Sewing Instructions are on the next page please scroll down.  

SEWING INSTRUCTIONS:

Handles

Fold in approximately 1/4” on lengthwise raw edges. Press OR stitch in place. Fold handle in half lengthwise with the folded raw edges to the inside and press.  Now topstitch entire length of handle strip on right and left edges.  Cut the strip in half and you have (2) 22-30” finished handles for the large bag.  Do likewise for medium and children’s bags handles.  You can zigzag over raw edges of the short ends through all thicknesses if you think the fabric will fray.

Bags
1.  With right sides together, fold fabric in half lining up top edges.  Sew side seams ½”-1” deep. 

2. Zigzag raw seams together if fabric frays easily.

3.  Turn in ¼” edge around top of bag and stitch to finish edge. 

4.  Turn under a 2” hem around top of bag and press.  

5. Position handles 6” from each side seam with raw edges lined up with bottom edge of hem and pin in place making sure handles match up with each other on opposite sides of the bag.

Or

6. You can attach handles and finish the bag hem in one step if you’d like.  

7. Starting at a side seam stitch approximately 1/8” in from top fold of bag for about 6”.  

8. Now, line up one raw edge of a handle with the bottom finished edge of the hem and continue stitching through all thicknesses of handle and bag. 

9. Re-enforce the handle by back stitching the entire width of the handle. Then continue sewing around the bag.  

10. When you are 6” from the other side seam, position the other end of the first handle in similar fashion with raw edge lining up with the bottom finished edge of the hem.  Stitch. Re-enforce by backstitching once again.

11. Continue stitching around the top of the bag and after passing the second side seam stitch another 6”. Repeat above steps to attach second handle making sure handles line up with one another.

12. After finishing top row of stitches, Sew another row of stitches through all thicknesses around the bag at the bottom edge of the hem to secure all edges of hem and handles.

13. Turn bag right side out. 

14. Say a prayer for the family who will be receiving this bag, for their salvation, their health and protection, and that God will bless them.

The other size bags are made in the same manner.  You may need to adjust placement of the handles on the smaller bags.  Just use your own judgment when positioning those handles.

